Communiqué
May 2016
The Podiatry Board of Australia (Board) meets each month to consider and decide on matters related to
its regulatory function under the National Law1 and within the National Registration and Accreditation
Scheme (the National Scheme).
This communiqué highlights key matters from the Board’s meeting as well as other important information.
May 2016 meeting
The Board held its May 2016 meeting by teleconference.
Budget for 2016/17
The Board approved its budget for 2016/17. This will enable finalisation of the health profession
agreement (HPA) between the Board and the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA)
which sets out the services that AHPRA will provide to support the Board to regulate the podiatry
profession.
Accreditation and approval of programs of study for the podiatry profession
One of the objectives of the National Law is to facilitate the provision of high quality education and training
of health practitioners. The National Law sets out the roles of the Board and its appointed accreditation
authority, the Australian and New Zealand Podiatry Accreditation Council (ANZPAC), in relation to the
accreditation and approval of education providers and programs of study for the podiatry profession.
University of South Australia
After considering a report from ANZPAC about its accreditation of the Bachelor of Podiatry program of
study offered by the University of South Australia, the Board approved the program until 4 May 2021 as
providing a qualification for the purpose of general registration as a podiatrist.
National Restrictions Library
Restrictions (conditions and undertakings) are a primary regulatory tool used to protect the public.
Regulators place restrictions on registration as necessary in the course of an investigation and/or
disciplinary procedure or as a result of a disciplinary procedure. Restrictions may also be imposed at the
time of registration or renewal of registration, for various reasons.
A National Restrictions Library has been developed to provide a consolidated structure for common
restrictions used across the regulatory functions of all of the National Boards and to support:




consistency in recommendations from AHPRA to the National Boards and delegates
consistency in the restrictions appearing on the national public register of health practitioners, and
a best practice approach to monitoring compliance with restrictions.

More information about the National Restrictions Library, including a copy of the contents, can be
found on AHPRA’s website.

1

The Health Practitioner Regulation National Law, as in force in each state and territory (the National Law).

Family and domestic violence – Queensland and Victoria state reports released
The Board is committed to being part of the solution to major health and social problems as best we can
within our mandate as a regulator of the podiatry profession.
Everyone should feel safe at home. Tragically, many people across Australia face great danger at home
from the people closest to them. Family violence can affect anyone, regardless of their gender, age,
ethnicity or sexuality and it not only impacts on victims, but also their family, friends and the wider society.
Health practitioners who often work closely with families could also be in the right place at the right time to
help families who fall victim to such violence.
The Board wants to make podiatrists and podiatric surgeons aware of two significant reports recently
released on this issue, including one in Queensland and one in Victoria.
The Queensland Government commissioned a special taskforce to conduct an inquiry into domestic and
family violence in Queensland. The Taskforce’s report ‘Not Now Not Ever - putting an End to Domestic
and Family Violence in Queensland’ made 140 recommendations to Queensland and national bodies,
including three to the National Scheme.
In Victoria, the Royal Commission into Family Violence released its report and recommendations on how
Victoria's response to family violence can be improved. The Commission's 227 recommendations are
directed at improving the foundations of the current system, seizing opportunities to transform the way that
we respond to family violence, and building the structures that will guide and oversee a long-term reform
program that deals with all aspects of family violence. Though there were no specific recommendations
directed towards AHPRA or National Boards, several referenced the important role the health system and
health professional bodies have to play in influencing child safeguarding and in improving the
accreditation and training for health practitioners in this area.
Follow @AHPRA on Twitter
AHPRA uses Twitter to encourage greater discussion about National Board consultations and to host
regular Twitter chats on important topics.
Further information
The Board publishes a range of information for podiatrists and podiatric surgeons on its website and
practitioners are encouraged to refer to the site for news and updates on policies and guidelines affecting
the podiatry profession.
For more information about registration, notifications or other matters relevant to the National Registration
and Accreditation Scheme please refer to the information published on www.ahpra.gov.au. Alternatively,
contact AHPRA by an online enquiry form or phone 1300 419 495.
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Chair
Podiatry Board of Australia
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